EARLY CHILDHOOD ESOURGES 101 3

INTERVENTION SYSTEM DELAWARE FRMILIES
THE INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT (IDER)

IDEA is a U.S. law that requires free appropriate public education (FAPE), special education
and related services are made available to eligible children with disabilities from birth
through age 21. The two parts of IDEA that focus on services for children are Parts B and C.

Part C is the early intervention program for infants and toddlers with developmental
delays and disabilities and serves children from birth until age 3. Child Development Watch
(CDW) is the Part C early intervention program in Delaware.

Part B is the special education and related services program for children with disabilities and
serves children ages 3 through 21.* Delaware school districts are responsible for Part B services.

*In Delaware, autism is a birth mandate classification. This means if you have concerns for
autism in your child under the age of 3, you can contact both CDW and your local school
district for evaluations for service eligibility.
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DO | NEED TO CONNECT WITH BOTH OF THESE AGENCIES?

When you or someone who knows your child well (e.g. child care, home visitor, doctor)

have concerns about autism for your child under 3, you have the option to have evaluations
completed by both CDW and your school district. It is a good idea to connect with both and
they will work together to make the process easier. It is important to ask questions about your
program options and choose based on your child and family’s needs. There is more information
about evaluations, services and questions to ask on Early Childhood Resources #4 and #5.

Additional autism resource guides at:

del . K For support and questions, contact
elawareautismnetwork.or Autism Delaware and ask for family support.
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